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Stories Experimenting with Steam...............ccceevvinnns p
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from the academy

Watching the political season reach its
fevered pitch, | wonder how often other
political watchers realize the great degree to
which their perception is inBuenced by the
news and entertainment media, the
Ounofbcial educators® of our society, the
storytellers. There is tremendous power in

S . David Michael Phelps
the moving image, a tremendous power in @  pjrector of Development

story -- and when the two are grafted

together, the goodness, truth, and beauty of

the world can be made undeniable, or they can be distorted to the whims of
the powerful propaganda-mongers.

Apart from parents, priests, and pastors, the storytellers are perhaps the most
important educators in our society. And yet, to what degree do Christians
understand, support, and esteem these important artists?

For the sake of truth and understanding in public discourse, it is essential that
Christians send storytellers into the public square, storytellers who not only
respect truth, fair play, character, and goodness, but who also embody these
qualities in their lives. Christians have to be involved in storytelling because,

ultimately, we are the stewards

of the historyOs greatest story!

This is why Compass Film
Academy works so hard to
form these important workers
for the harvest -- and why your

support is so important, so
essential, and so greatly
appreciated.

COMPASSO STAFF GROWS AGAIN

KERI LOWE accepted the job of Compass Florida over the past dozen years.
Film Academy President. She comes to Recently, she decided that it was time to
Compass with a wealth of knowledge and use her experience in a different capacity.
experience. She and her husband have

built a successful production company in Keri describes herself as having a deep
interest in the education and well-being of
students having worked with PIm students
from several Florida colleges and
universities.

Eagle Productions, Keri and husband
TomOs company, has produced numerous
projects for national companies as well as
PBS. Their fourth documentary, ORiver
Into the New World,O will air nationally this
fall. They have four grown children.

Keri Lowe

JESSICA STAPLES joined the Compass
staff in August as Program Coordinator.
Her responsibilities include assessing the
progress of students as they go through
the One Year Program. She has the
privilege of working one-on-one with each at Compass in 2004. She served for years
student and getting to know them well as a member of the alumni board. She is
during their time in classes. also likely to be found on the set of alumni
productions, working and encouraging,
plus using her eye and capturing subtle
moments on camera.

Jessica Staples

JessicaOs passion is seeing people
succeed in their gifting. She runs a
successful photography business and

participates on area bIm shoots. She also travels with student groups to

After graduating with a BA from Western LOs Angeles to help give them a taste of
Michigan University she attended classes ~ What life in Hollywood is like.



THANK YOU TO GUY SAWYER

Guy Sawyer has acted as
president of Compass

since September 2006.

During his tenure a number

of goals were met. He was

instrumental in the

organization®s move to the
west side of Grand Rapids,

plus the one-year program

got off to a good start.

He also provided us with
spiritual leadership during
this transitional period. He
was pivotal in the selection
of our new president with a
clear idea of what he sees
Compass becoming in the
future.

With the dawn of 2009 just
over the horizon, we want
to thank Guy for his
dedicated encouragement
and leadership over the
past two years. This period

of growth proved to be a
time of solidarity for the
Compass team.

Although Guy is passing
on his presidential hat to
Keri Lowe, he remains
Chairman of the Board of
Directors. A position he
has served in since
September 2005.

Guy is a Senior Investment
Consultant with R.W.
Baird. He lives in Holland
with his wife, Donna, and
their two children, Joseph
and Sara.

HELP NEEDED

There is no secret the
economic situation has
taken a rough turn this
year, and the ripples of this
downturn are being felt in a
hundred ways.

halfway across the country
to live in great economic
unsurety; talented
storytellers who face
leaving school because the
bnances they thought they
had coming in have

Compass is no exception.
evaporated.

Not only has this been the
most difbcult year weOveMany have turned to their
ever faced in getting our friends, families, and
students bnanced, but the churches for additional
crop of students who have support - and this has
arrived at Compass this helped some to PIl the
year have themselves gaps.

risked more than students But our need

in years past: weOve had ayan \what these students
number of people leave alone can muster
their university educations Compass relies on the

to follow their calling; we generosity of its alumni and

have married men whose supporters to provide the

wives and children SO community of artists,

bel_|e\_/ed in t_helr husbandsoi nstructors and
artistic calling that they , otessionals in which
were willing to moVe g qents can be educated

is greater

and placed in the PIm
industry.

As always, faithful artists
need patrons - folks who
believe that bringing truth
to the world through
storytelling is an important
part of the ChurchOs
mission.

As we near the year end,
we hope you will remember
us generously with a
Pnancial gift. These are
tough economic times, but
especially for those who
took a great economic risk
in following their vocation
into the art of bPImmaking.
The effects of your gift on
these future bImmakers -
and through them, the
effect on culture - are
tremendous.

Compass alumnus and intern, Bobby Pulte, spent
the month of September hard at work on the set of

The Steam Experiment

What does a deranged
scientist have in common
with 22 Compass Film
Academy Interns? They
both worked on the latest

PIm to shoot in West
Michigan - The Steam
Experiment.

In the PIm Val Kilmer, of
Batman Forever, Heat, and
Top Gun fame, is the
madman who locks people
in a steam room and
threatens to turn up the
heat if the local paper
doesn't publish his story
about global warming. Also
starring Eric Roberts,
Armand Assante, and
Patrick Muldoon, Steam
worked up a healthy sweat
for Compass Film
Academy.

in downtown Grand Rapids.

'STORIES EXPERIMENTING WITH STEAM

Currently, over 20 Compass
Interns worked in nearly
every department on the

bIm. OUsually a bIm will ask

for two or three interns, and

have done it without them.
They were there for me
every step of the way.O

Musician and actor Jake

weOre really happy with Stevens has another

that,0 says Evan Koons,
Industry Relations
Coordinator for Compass,
Owhen Steam wanted as
many as they did, | went
crazyEwe are really
fortunate to have so many
interns getting such
phenomenal opportunities,
and in their own backyard.O

When it comes to their
performances, Steam Set
Decorator Selina van den
Brink (30 Rock, Noise, The
Simple Life) raves of Diane
Kowalski and Chris Coulier,
OPhenomenal . . .| could not

fascinating position on the
bIim. As an intern, his job is
to read lines with Eric
Roberts (Runaway Train,
The Dark Knight). Some
mornings the two go
shopping for breakfast and
return to Jake®s own
apartment to rehearse. The
experience is pretty surreal
for Jake. OSo there | am in
my apartment eating eggs
and reading lines with Eric
Roberts.0 He pauses and
laughs, OI1tOs pretty
unbelievable.O



Diane at a Glance

Hometown: Jenison, Ml
Favorite Movies:
Moulin Rouge, Amelie, Ever After

Favorite Directors: Baz Luhrmann
and Tim Burton

Favorite Quotes:
CThe greatest thing you'll ever
learn is just to love, and be
loved in return" ~Moulin Rouge.

"And don't call me Shirley" ~Airplane!

Diane painted the figures on this garage turning it into
a barber shop on the set of Tug, her summer internship.

Alumna Proble: Diane Kowalski -- Class of 2006

Quickly becoming one of West MichiganOs premiere Art Department Since then, Diane continues to make herself a staple on as many
bxtures, Diane Kowalski is driven by one simple philosophy: she loves productions as possible. She scored a OProp InternO credit on the feature
movies. PIm The Steam Experiment starring Val Kilmer, worked on a promotional
piece for an adoption agency, and served as production designer

A graduate of Grand Valley StateOs Fim P in 2003 and . . :
graduate of Lrand vafey statebs Him Frogram in an on the serial Hank Danger and the Fountain of Death. This

Compass Film Academy in 2006, Diane has always been ) ) . )
October, Diane will work under production designer Jack Ryan

around movies. While building an extensive resume of . . . . .
d on the independent feature Cherry which is shooting in

design experience on short PIms, she also held day jobs at
local theatres and movie memorabilia shops.

Kalamazoo.

Despite her busy schedule, Diane still gives back to Compass.
She regularly teaches students how to bring life to their PIms

This past summer, Diane took a gutsy leave-of-absence
from her job to intern in the art department of the feature bIm ) i
. ~ i through creative set design and props.
Tug. Her work earned her a OProp MasterO credit and a new career. After

wrapping, Diane quit her OrealO job and became a full-time freelancer.



